






2011 in Illinois and Minnesota. Eligible farmers are able 
to sign up again. Previous winning school districts that 
complied with the grant requirements are eligible to apply 
for another grant.

If my school district was nominated during the 
pilot program in 2011, does the school district 
have to be nominated again by farmers in 2012?
Yes. School districts need to be nominated by farmers 
each year to be able to apply. After the school district 
is nominated, you will receive a new invitation code to 
access the updated application. If you registered with the 
Cybergrants online grant application system during the pilot 
year (2011), you will need to use your original username 
and password. If you don’t recall your username or 
password, please contact Technical Support by clicking on 
the support button located on the bottom of each page.

PROGRAM REQUESTS

Can our school district apply for a grant in both the 
$10,000 grant and the $25,000 grant program?
No. School districts can only apply for funding from one 
of the two grant levels. School districts that submit an 
application for a $10,000 grant will compete against other 
school districts that are located in its CRD. CRDs with fewer 
than � ve eligible schools will compete against each other. 
School districts that submit an application for a $25,000 
grant will compete against schools that are located in 
its state or designated region. States with fewer than 75 
eligible rural school districts will compete in a region. Visit 
GrowRuralEducation.com for a list of states and regions. 

What types of projects are eligible at the $10,000 
grant level versus the $25,000 grant level?
The types of projects are essentially the same for both grant 
levels, and both must enhance education in the areas of 
math and/or science in the next calendar year. An example 
of a $10,000 grant could include enrichment activities 
such as academic competitions and science fairs. For the 
$25,000 grant, the Monsanto Fund encourages the school 
district to submit projects that have a broader and more 
long-term impact on the school district population and a 
plan to sustain the project at the conclusion of the grant.

Can our school district apply for a grant over 
$25,000? 
No. The upper limit of the grant program is $25,000. Your 
proposed activity or program may cost more than $25,000, 
and, if so, you can describe the full cost of it but need to 
specify the portion that you would like to have funded by 
the Monsanto Fund.

Can our school district apply under more than 
one category – i.e., Curriculum Improvement and 
Professional Development for Teachers?
Yes. Applicants may have a program that covers more 
than one of the category options, and, if so, the school 
district may select more than one category when applying. 
This does not mean that applicants should apply for two 
separate programs, one in each category; it should be one 
program with multiple components that accomplish two of 
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that includes an innovative use of technology. Also, the 
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either $10,000 or $25,000, depending on the 
program selected.

Can we apply for programming that enhances all 
areas of education, or must it be solely focused 
on science or math?
Although there are needs in many areas of education, 
this program is focused solely on improving teaching and 
learning in science and/or math. We encourage programs 
that make connections between the disciplines of math and 
science and/or are multidisciplinary within math or science. 

In terms of the scope of project, is there a 
number of students or teachers you’d like to
see served?
No. There is no minimum number of students or teachers 
who must be served by a program. Please be as accurate 
as possible in your estimation of the number of students 
and/or teachers who will be impacted or involved in the 
program. The Monsanto Fund will look at the quality 
of the program being proposed, and understands that 
sometimes the best programs serve fewer people at a more 
concentrated level.
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Must the program we are applying for be a new 
program or can it be an existing program? 
You can apply for either a new program OR an existing 
program. If it is an existing program, please describe 
current successes as well as how you were able to fund the 
program in the past and why you need funding from the 
Monsanto Fund for the program at this time. 

Will Monsanto grants cover overhead costs?
Yes. Up to 10% of the requested grant amount can be used 
for overhead costs. 

Can funds be used for staff salaries?
Yes. If additional staff members (part-time special 
instructors, trainers, etc.) are needed to deliver the 
proposed program, the Monsanto Fund grant can be used 
to pay for those salaries. It is not intended to cover already 
budgeted salaries of existing teachers and staff. 

What is the timeline to use the grant funds? 
America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education grants awarded 
during the 2012 program should be expended during the 
2012-2013 school year.

Will funding decisions be based on the � nancial 
need of the district or strictly on the merit of the 
proposed program?
Decisions will be based on a combination of � nancial need 
in the district, the merit of the proposed program and 
community support demonstrated by farmer nominations.

What do you mean by “Amount of funds raised 
for school district over and above government/tax-
based funding?” Doesn’t that only apply to private 
schools? 
This question is meant to help us understand if the district, 
or individual schools in the district, are raising additional 
funds beyond the government funding they receive such as 
money raised by a Parent Teacher Association, civic groups, 
events, sales of items in the community and/or donations 
from local businesses, etc.

If our district does not have an agriculture 
education program, are we still eligible to apply?
Yes. The existence of agriculture education programs is just 
one of the many things we would like to understand about 
your school district. However, not having a program does 
not make a school district ineligible. 

REPORTING

What are the speci� c reporting requirements?
Grant recipients in the $10,000 category will be asked to 
report on outcomes at the end of the grant period in June 
2013. Those in the $25,000 level will be asked to � ll out 
a short report at the midpoint of the grant period (January 
2013) and a longer report at the end of the grant period 
(June 2013). 
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